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whereas in the bosom of the earth it gave out carbonic acid.
Instead of the dull and sombre subterranean plantlet, you
have a green and tender shoot, provided with special organs.
Where is the grain of mustard seed ?

Presently our shoot grows, and becomes a young plant. It
is still weak and hidden under the grass, but nevertheless the
young plant has its complete individuality. It resembles
neither the shoot nor the plantlet, its subterranean ancestor.

The shoot grows, and becomes a twig, that is to say, the
adolescent of the vegetable kingdom, with the ardour and the
energy of the young among herbaceous creatures.

In this state the plant has already renewed its substance
several times, and nothing remains of the organic and mineral
elements which existed in the different beings that have
preceded it on the same little corner of the earth which have
witnessed the changing phases of its curious metamorphoses.
Wait a while, and you will see the twig growing long and
large. Its respiration becomes active, its leaves spread out,
and vigorously exhale the carbonic acid gas of the air. The
exhalation of watery vapour over all the surface takes place,
and a young and vigorous tree is there, which day by day
grows more robust and more beautiful.

During this growth, during this transition from the shrub
to the young tree, with a separate and upright stem, a new
being has been formed. Organs which it had not have come
to it, and have made it a separate individual. It has flowers,
it has branches, it has new vessels for the circulation of
the sap, and the juices which, were not previously elabo-
rated. The structure of the surface of its leaves has been